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Traditional Vs. Online Classes
Learning has become easier and simpler than ever with the advancement of technology. During this time of coronavirus pandemic, a lot has changed and technology has proven that people can continue with their lives like normal. Traditional classes have been replaced with online classes as people continue to find a reason to advance their lives during the pandemic. As such, discussions are emerging whether it is possible that online classes would replace traditional classes. However, despite that, they share some things, traditional and online classes have certain differences that set them apart.
Online classes, compared to traditional classes have changed the nature of education. According to Alsaaty et al. (2016), the world has changed and learning institutions have adopted a novel approach for learners. According to the authors, with the advent of technology or online classes, educators no longer play the role of dictators in classes (Alsaaty et al., 2016). Instead, online classes have provided learners with the opportunity to learn from different sources including the internet, through different platforms (Hurlbut, 2018).
Another change that has occurred with the emergence of online classes is the flexibility that it has brought. Among the key factors that differentiate online classes from traditional classes is flexibility (Hurlbut, 2018). Traditional class schedules are fixed as students have to go to fixed scheduled class hours. This is different from the flexible time that online classes offer to the learners. According to Alsaaty et al. (2016), online classes offer people with fixed life schedules like family or work responsibilities an opportunity to advance their education without necessarily worrying about leaving or failing their other responsibilities. With online classes, people can fix their time to meet the needs of their dynamic lives. Compared to traditional classes which require students to be physically present or available in the classroom, online classes are quite flexible and enable the learners to adjust their program as they deem fit.
Online classes are associated with a wide range of learning or study resources that make it easy for students to select from a wide range of available resources. Compared to traditional classes, which still rely on hard copy books, which may be limited due to their availability, online classes have a wide range of resources which range from ebooks, article journals, and many other documents that have been digitized to help learners to do extensive research. With the advancement of technology, even learning institutions with the traditional model which have typically relied on traditional learning has automated and digitized most of their resources to online platforms. This has made it easy for learners to access resources whenever and wherever they need them.
Traditional and online classes are defined by different learning environments. According to Hurlbut (2018), proponents of traditional classes argue that online learning does not provide learners with the right amount of exposure. According to these proponents, learning requires exposure and frequent physical interactions with the teachers and tutors. However, this has been refuted by proponents of online classes who believe that online learning is not that much different from traditional learning in terms of learner exposure because they equally have some time where learners interact with the tutors and teachers through virtual meetings and even organized in-person meetings (Hurlbut, 2018). Universities have introduced satellite facilities that enable learners and teachers to interact from anywhere across the world through virtual meetings.
In conclusion, traditional and online classes share certain similarities, but the differences are unique and set them apart from each other. Proponents of online classes believe that it would replace traditional classes due to efficiency, flexibility, and a wide range of learning resources associated with this type of learning. However, proponents of traditional learning have also asserted their claim that online learning does not provide learners with the right exposure. Either way, online learning, as has been proven during this time of coronavirus pandemic, has changed and transformed the learning experience for the better. 
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